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CALL-IN USERS CAN UNMUTE BY USING *6

P R E A M B L E
In compliance with notification requirements of Ohio's open meeting law and section 101.021 of the codified 

ordinances of Cleveland, Ohio, 1976, notice of this meeting has been publicly posted. 
All boards and commissions under the purview of the city planning department conducts its meetings in a 

manner modeled after Robert’s Rules of Order. Actions during the meeting will be taken by voice vote. Recusals 
from any vote due to a conflict of interest should be stated for the record prior to the taking of any vote.

In order to ensure that everyone participating in the meeting has the opportunity to be heard, we ask that 
online participants use the raise hand feature before asking a question or making a comment. The raise hand 

feature can be found in the participants panel on the desktop and mobile version and activated by clicking the 
hand icon. Please wait for the chair or facilitator to recognize you and be sure to select unmute and announce 
yourself before you speak. When finished speaking, please lower your hand by clicking on the raise hand icon 

again and mute your microphone.

We will also be utilizing the chat feature to communicate with participants. The chat feature can be activated  
by clicking the chat button located on the bottom of the Webex screen.
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Cleveland City Planning Commission

P R E A M B L E
All meeting activity is being recorded via the Webex platform. these proceedings are also being live streamed 

via YouTube.
All requests to speak on a particular matter submitted through proper channels have been considered. We 
have also received emails from those who have provided written comment on a particular matter. Proper 

channels for comments are listed below.
Communication with members of this body must follow proper channels for consideration.

Any comments received by the Wednesday 12:00 pm deadline are collected by city planning staff and
Disseminated to the commission members prior to any scheduled meeting.

Proper channels for public comment:
• Sending an e-mail to the cityplanning@clevelandohio.gov address with a comment or a letter
• Calling and/or leaving a message at 216-664-2210
• Sending a letter or dropping off comments at City Hall (601 Lakeside Avenue, Suite 501, Cleveland, 
OH 44114)

Jan 3, 2025



Cleveland City Planning Commission

Meeting Rules and Procedures

• The Chair will call each agenda item and then each applicant will be invited to proceed through their presentation.

• Each presentation should be completed prior to questions and comments from the Commission in order to facilitate 
a smooth presentation.

• Once the presentation has concluded, the Chair will ask Planning staff to summarize Design Review Advisory 
Committee recommendations (if applicable) and any public comments received.

• Public comments received through the proper channels by the deadline are distributed to Commission members 
prior to the meeting through Dropbox. Staff will also identify any members of the public present and scheduled to 
speak.

• Public comment is allowed at the discretion of the Chair and any individual providing public comment is permitted 
two (2) minutes to speak to the agenda item in which they have an interest.

• The Chair will then request a recommendation from staff, if applicable.

• The Commission will then begin deliberations and project review.

• Any Commission member, except the Chair, may make a motion at any point after an agenda item has been called.

Jan 3, 2025
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Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting
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Downtown/Flats Design Review

DF2024-047 – Canal Basin Park

Project Address: 1575 Merwin Ave

Type: New Construction – City of Cleveland Park

Project Representative: Jim McKnight, City of Cleveland &

   Nina Chase, Merritt Chase

Approval Level: Conceptual

Ward 3- Councilmember McCormack SPA: Cuyahoga Valley



Canal Basin Park
Cleveland, Ohio

November 15,2024

City of Cleveland

Mayor’s Office of Capital Projects

Merritt Chase | OHM Advisors | ThirdSpace Action Lab
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Permitting

Planning and Design Milestones 

Construction Milestones

Public Engagement Milestones
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Project Introduction

Previous Plans

Canal Basin Park Working Preliminary Plan, 2022Canal Basin Park Framework Plan, 2015



Canal Basin District Plan 

2010

Wendy Park on Whiskey Island | Management Plan 

2012

Flats Forward Framework Plan 

2014

Canal Basin Park Framework Plan 

2015

The Cleveland Tree Plan 

2015

Flats Forward Wayfinding Program 

2016

Canal Basin Park Site 
Utility Assessment 

2017

Cleveland Climate Action 
Plan Update

2018

Cleveland Tree Plan: Tree Canopy 
Progress Report

2020

Cleveland Flats: Design Guidelines 

2022

Vision for the Valley 

2021

Waterfront District Plan 

2004

Cleveland Civic Vision Downtown Plan 

2000

Cuyahoga Riverfront Master Plan

2023

Irishtown Bend

Project Introduction

Previous Plans



Project Introduction

KeyThemes

1. History & Identity 2. Context & Connectivity 3. Inclusion & Belonging

4.Amenities & Programming 5. Infrastructure & Utilities 6. Funding & Operations
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1796

Gen era l M oses Clea velan d of the

Co nn ecticu t Lan d C omp an y p urch ased lan d

in th e Western Reser ve Ea st of the
Cu yaho ga River fro m th e Sen eca and

M oha wk Tribes.

1797

Lorenzo Carter, one of the first permanent

residents, built a small multi-purpos e cabin in the

flats. The marshy land in the Flats led to the

sp read of malari a and other dis eases and

s lowed Cleveland ’s earl y growth.

187 0’s

C lev eland in 1 86 0 was a commer ci al c ity that

had outgrown its original N ew England town

plan with its his torical focus at Public Square.

Economically, the commercial c ity was oriented

toward the Erie Canal terminus and mouth of the

Cuyahoga Ri ver, where long-dis tance rail and

water transportation fused rather than Public

Square. Produc tion, dis tribution, sa les, and

serv ic es had yet to sp ecia lize, and all business

functions might occur within a si ngle loft-type

buil ding. Bui ldings of this nature were clus tered

on a narrow strip of land running from W. 6th St.

down the steep hil l to the Flats and the mouth of

the river.

1874

Valley Railro ad pu rcha se d th e Er ie Can al
an d be gan fill ing in th e cana l, removing

Lock 43, Lock 44, an d th e Ca nal Ba sin .

1878
Th e Su perior Viadu ct op en ed, connectin g

Oh io City to Downt own. Th is rou te

by passed th e flats an d shifted th e Fla ts

econ om y fro m comm ercial to in dustrial.

190 0’s

Changes in the locati on of the manufacturing

sec tor were perhap s the most far-reaching and

of greates t soc ial si gnificance. The number of

manufac turing firms and their volume increased

duri ng the peri od , and their sp atial requi rements

were altered b y adop ting continuous-process

produc ti on technology. The production

requirements of these new enterprises and the

limitations pos ed b y the c ity's top ography

meant that only four dis ti nct dis tri cts within the

c ity could meet the sp atial demands of the

modern factory. The most important was the

Flats, where 38 % of all Cleveland

manufactu ring establis hments were located in

190 0.

1901

Th e curre nt Ce nter Stre et Brid ge (Red

Swin g Brid ge), a "Bo bta il" swing br idg e, is
const ructe d.

1902

The original F lats Industrial Rai lroad Bridge is

constructed.

1911

Baltimore & Ohio Rai lroad Bridge N o. 46 3 is

completed.

1912

West Side Market Is completed.

1972

An $11 Mi llion Projec t to widen the Cuyahoga

Ri ver and soften its curves began.

1956

Bal timor e & O hi o Railr oad Br idge N o. 4 63 is

converted to a jackknife br idge to eas e traffic

through the Cuyah oga Ri ver.

1969

Th e C uya ho ga Riv er cau ght fire a ga in after

do ze ns  o f s imilar incid ent s. However,

subsequ ent rep orting an d activism led to
th e for mation of th e Environmen tal

Pr ote ct io n Age ncy (EP A) an d be ga n the

long pr ocess of restor ing th e river .

1972

Th e Clean Wate r Act was pa ssed and
be gan restor ing th e Cu yaho ga River fro m a

“river tha t oo zes ra ther th an flows” to a

viab le ecolog ica l an d re cr eatio n resource.

1833

James S. C larke, Ri chard C lark, and Edmund

C lark lai d out a radi al devel opment intended to

be a mixed commerc ial and residential

community capitalizing on the commerce boom

of the canal. The projec t was abandoned, and

lots were sold off after the panic of 1837 .

1836

The First Col umbus Street Bridge is completed. It

was the first permanent bridge over the

Cuyahoga Ri ver. It promoted the develop ment

of C leveland at the expense of Ohio C ity. It

resulted in the "B ridge War" " an armed conflict

between Oh io C ity and C lev eland resi dents at

the si te of the bridge.

1837

St. Mary 's on-the-flats, the col loquial name of

Our Lady of the Lakes Parish, opens on

Col umbus Avenue. It was the first Catholic

church  in C lev eland and was funded b y Iris h

Catholi c immigrants . It c losed in 188 6.

1851

Th e first tra in fro m th e Cleveland , Columbu s
& Cincin nat i Railroa d ar rived in Clevelan d

un de r th e lead ership of Alfred Kelley.

1854

Ohi o C ity is annexed b y Cleveland.

1863

The first Center Street Bridge is constructed.

Originall y built as a wo ode n drawbridge, a 

metal swing bridge replaced that structure eight

years later, in 187 1.

1803

Ohi o became a state.

1805

The Treaty of Fort Industry resulted In the trans fer

of Western Res erv e Land West of the Cuyahoga

Ri ver to the United States for a perp etua l annual

payment .

1818

Ohi o C ity is founded.

1827
Th e first Oh io-Erie Ca nal bo at ar rived from

Cleve la nd fro m Akro n. Th e can al wa s

constru cte d mo stly by Irish an d German

immig ran ts who cont inu ed living in the

ne ig hb orh oo d, re su lting in a developmen t
bo om as speculator s an ticipate d futur e

gro wth.

1917 1927 196 9 1972

C leveland Woman' s C ity C lub s ecur ed a parcel

of Canal Bas in Park and sought to fund and

establis h a riv erfront park. A replica of Lorenzo

Carter's cabin was built on site.

198 0’s

The Flats become C leveland’s vibrant

entertai nment and nightlife scene due, in part, to

the romanti cis m of Cleveland’s nautical and

indus tri al history.

1996

Congress designated the Ohio & Erie Can alw ay  

as a Na ti onal Heritage Area.

1994

Lock 4 4 Park is  dedi ca ted to expan ding the

footpri nt of the current canal basi n park.

2020

Grain Craft stop ped operatin g the las t grain

mill on the Cuyahoga Ri ver. The Flats Industrial

Ra ilroad Bri dge became inac tiv e as industrial

train traffic was no longer needed on the

peninsula.

2022

The towpath trailhead is completed in Canal

Bas in Park,  whi ch connected the park with the

90 + mile trail network.

2023

C lev eland Metropar ks completed a waterfront

restorati on, inc ludi ng docking and water

acces s.

EA RLY SETTLEMENT CA N AL YEARS RA ILROAD B OO M INDUSTRIAL PEAKFIRST PEOPLES PARK FORMATION NE W FUT URES

1917

Th e Detr oit Su perior Brid ge op en ed. Man y
hist oric Ca nal Basin bu ildings are

de molished to ma ke ro om for th e su pport

footings.

1927

Th e Ter min al To wer an d Regiona l Tran sit

Auth ority (RTA) station were completed.

1937

Park History

Timeline

164 0’s

A n unkown earl y v ill iage dwel ling peop le that

inhabit the region were dis place b y dis eas e and

the migration of well-known tribal groups , su ch as

the Shawnee, Wyandotte, Ottawa, Seneca,

Dela wa re, Mi ami , and others.

1656

The Erie Tribe is destroyed during the Beaver Wars

with the Iroquois Confederacy . Survivors

as simila ted into nei gh borin g tribes , pa rticula rly the

Seneca.

1662

The original Connec ticut Charter granted the

state control of the land to the Paci fic Ri ver. After

the United States decl ared Indep endence, much

of this land was ceded to the federal

government. However, the state kept a porti on,

which later became known as the Wes tern

Reserve.

1742

Sieur De Saguin, a French trader and the first

recorded Europ ean resident of Cuyahoga

County establis hed a fur trading post on the

Cuyahoga Riv er.

1785

Th e No rthwest Indian War be gan . It end ed

in 17 95 wit h th e Tr eaty of Gre envil le, which

op en ed th e land ea st of th e Cuya hoga
Rive r to Eu rop ean Settlement.

River
Canal Basin Park
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Park History

Historical Themes

River
10 ,00 0 BCE - 1827

Canal
1827 - 1874

Rail
1874 - 1969

Park
196 9 - Today
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History
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LEGEND

Original bluffs

Original riverine marshes
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Canal Basin Park

Park History

HistoricalThemes | River | 10,000 BCE -1827

Edge of bluffs 

“on the hill”

Riverine marshes in the flats 

“under the hill”Canal Basin Park
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Park History

HistoricalThemes | River | 10,000 BCE -1827

Indigenous settlements along 

the Cuyahoga River

Canal Basin Park
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Indigenous settlement patterns on bluffs 

above rivers and ravines

Cleveland geology and colonial 

settlement patterns “on the hill”



Park History

HistoricalThemes | River | 10,000 BCE -1827

Cleveland cabins on the river, 1800
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Cuyahoga National Park, today

Cuyahoga National Park, todayRiverine flow sketch by Merritt Chase, 2024
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Ohio & Erie Canal
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Canal Basin Park

Park History

HistoricalThemes | Canal | 1827 - 1874

Canal terminus is constructed 

and in operation in 1827
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Park History

HistoricalThemes | Canal | 1827 - 1874
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Park History

HistoricalThemes | Canal | 1827 - 1874

Canal Basin

Growth around the canal basin, 1810-1839, painting by Frederick Dana Marsh, 1933

Public Square
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Park History

HistoricalThemes | Canal | 1827 - 1874

The Flats, Downtown Cleveland, and Superior Avenue, 1853

The Canal

Public Square
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Park History

HistoricalThemes | Canal | 1827 - 1874

Canal and canal basin, 1874 Typical canal lock construction,undated

Canal Basin
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Canal Basin Park

Park History

HistoricalThemes | Rail | 1874 - 1969

Valley Railroad purchases the Erie 

Canal and fills in the canal and the 

Canal Basin in 1874

Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati, 

and Indianapolis Railroad connected 

through the Flats in 1851
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Park History

HistoricalThemes | Rail | 1874 - 1969

The Flats, 1934

Canal Basin Park
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Park History

HistoricalThemes | Rail | 1874 - 1969

Dominance of the City, Ora Coltman,1933
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Cuyahoga River fire, undated



Park History

HistoricalThemes | Rail | 1874 - 1969

Mayor Stoke’s PollutionTour,1969 Betty Klaric, 1960’s

LBJ cartoon,1969
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Park History

HistoricalThemes | Park | 1969 -Today

Canal Basin Park,Today

Ohio & Erie CanalTowpathTrail,Today

Canal Basin Park
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Existing Conditions

Survey, Environmental Phase 1, and Bulkhead Assessment
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Circulation Materials

Historic Elements

Existing Conditions

Existing Conditions | Inventory & Analysis



Existing Park Structure Proposed Park Structure
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Permitting

Planning and Design Milestones 

Construction Milestones

Public Engagement Milestones

2015: CANAL 
BASIN PARK 

FRAMEWORK 
PLAN

2022: CANAL 
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WORKING 
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Towpath 
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TrailConstruction
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Final Design 
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Review
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Opening!
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Learn About the Future 
of Canal Basin Park!
Saturday, June 22, 2024, 12pm-5pm 

Veterans Memorial Bridge

The City of Cleveland and its partners are proud to join Cuyahoga County

for the Rediscov er Veterans Memorial Bridge event.

• 12pm to 5pm - Meet the Canal Basin Park team and see

design ideas at the western event entrance (Ohio City end of bridg e)

• 1pm and 3pm - Tour Canal Basin Park with project partners 

starting at the eastern event entrance (Downtown end of the bridg e)

Canal Basin Park is a future 20-acre park at the historic

intersection of the Ohio & Erie Canal and the Cuyahoga

River . TheCity of Cleveland and its partners are updating

the vision for the future of the park.

During the Rediscover Veterans Memorial Bridge

event, exper ience the bridge’s subway level and this

year’ s immersive art ins tal lation, Go Dream. For

more information about the Rediscover Veterans

Memorial Br idge Event vi sit

www.cuyahogacounty.gov/ veterans-memorial-

bridge.

Public Engagement

June 2024 | Outreach

Flyer Online Survey Yard Signs in the Park Historic Canal Basin Outline in the Park

Canal Basin Park
Merritt Chase | OHM Advisors | ThirdSpace Action Lab | December

2024

http://www.cuyahogacounty.gov/


Walking ToursMix & Match Stickers and Sketching Activities Survey Handout

Physical ModelInteractive BoardsTabling on the Veterans Memorial Bridge

TourHandout

Public Engagement

June 2024 | RediscoverVeterans Memorial Bridge Event

Canal Basin Park
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Public Engagement

June 2024 | Tabling

Canal Basin Park
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Public Engagement

June 2024 | Walking Tours

Canal Basin Park
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Canal Basin Park
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1. How do you use Canal Basin Park today?

2. How would you like to use the park in the future?

3. What park features would you like in the park?

4. If you could memorialize one person or historical event in Canal Basin Park

who or what would it be?

5. Do you have a big idea for the park?

Public Engagement

June 2024 | WhatWeAsked



Public Engagement

June 2024 | Big Ideas

Celebrate the historical 

significance of this place!

“show how important canals 

were to the growth of the region 

and the entire state”

“Highlight the river burning, and 

start of the EPA”“The workers that constructed 

the Ohio Canal”

Design a comfortable 

riverfront park with water 

access.

Create a family-friendly 

park destination.

Incorporate ecological features!

Plan for community 

programming.

Connect to larger park 

and trail networks.

“Like to see it as a clear 

connector to the center street 

bridge and the centennial

trail to Wendy Park”

Canal Basin Park
Merritt Chase | OHM Advisors | ThirdSpace Action Lab | December
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“A site for enjoying 

the river.”

“Ne ighborhood 

block party”

“Listening to concert at 

Jacob’s Pavilion”

“Themed seasonal 

events”

“A park that is alive  

and dynamic, not just 

a green space.”

“Fun dest inat ion to 

take my kids”

“P laying with our 

granddaughter”“Would love for it to 

be a place to hang 

out especially in the 

summer!”

“Something me and my kids 

can use each week.”

“Rain gardens”

“Honestly, just plant a ton of 

trees. G ive me shade and help 

me escape from al l the gr ay and 

asphalt of downtown.”

“So much of the waterfront 

is not avai lable to 

Clevelanders”

“I feel like the big Cleve land historical 

event that isn’t properly memorialized is 

the Cuyahoga River fire which invigorated 

the environmental movement”

“Expansion of the green 

space and trails would 

be great.”

“have natural l i fe / natural fish, 

under garden - place to grow 

plants, life, trees”

“A place to walk, be 

entertained, get snacks”



Concept Version 1 Canal Garden Concept Version 2 Basin Park Concept Version 3 River Experience

Public Engagement

June 2024 | Concept DesignVersions

Canal Basin Park
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What park features do you like in each plan?

What features would you change?



Public Engagement

June 2024 | Park Feature Preferences

Interpretation of the Historic Canal Basin

Playful Elements

Access to the River

18 - 3 30 - 4 30 - 0 19 - 0

16 - 11 48 - 1 18 - 4 32 - 0 10 - 10

29 - 0 25 - 2 49 - 0

Yes - No 

Responses

Preferred Park Features
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June 2024 | Park Feature Preferences | ConceptVersion 1 Canal Garden
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Preferred Park Features
0’ 70’ 140’ 280’

CUY A HOG A 

RIVER 

CENTER ST

CUY A HOG A 

RIVER 

Public Engagement

June 2024 | Park Feature Preferences | ConceptVersion 2 Basin Park
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Public Engagement

June 2024 | Park Feature Preferences | ConceptVersion 3 River Experience
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Tabling - 200+ Interactions

Walking Tours - 25-30 Attendees

Survey respondents - 68 Responses

• 28 different zip codes

• 26% - 44113 (Downtown,TheFlats, 

Ohio City,Tremont)

• 7% - 44109 (Clark-Fulton,Brooklyn 

Centre,Old Brooklyn,South Hills)

• 6% - 44107 (Lakewood, Birdtown, 

Clifton Park,Gold Coast)

2

Canal Basin Park
Merritt Chase | OHM Advisors | ThirdSpace Action Lab | December

2024
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Project Introduction

Park History and Existing Conditions 

Public Engagement

Schematic Design Plan 

Phasing Strategy
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Schematic Design Plan

Final Plan

The Future of Canal Basin Park 

Downtown Cleveland’s Riverfront Park

Canal Basin Park will be a 20-acre

urban riverfront park in Downtown

Cleveland.

Canal Basin Park
Merritt Chase | OHM Advisors | ThirdSpace Action Lab | December

2024

Thepark will include new features, 

including a continuous riverfront 

boardwalk with a TowpathTrail 

Mile Zero riverfront terrace and

an ecological interpretation of the

historic Canal Basin as the stormwater 

management system for the park.

Additional amenities include a 

Cuyahoga River-themed playground,

a renovated dog park, native plantings, 

and open spaces for both gathering 

and relaxation.
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Schematic Design Plan

Final Plan | Park Elements
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Schematic Design Final

The Future of Canal Basin Park
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The Future of Canal Basin Park

Welcoming Riverfront Spaces 

Historical and Ecological Features 

Family-Friendly Destinations

Open Spaces for CommunityActivities 

Connections to Nearby Parks and Trails



Riverfront Plaza and Boardwalk

RiverfontTerrace and

Pavilion Plaza

Boardwalk

Schematic Design Final

Welcoming Riverfront Spaces
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Schematic Design Final

Welcoming Riverfront Spaces

Canal Basin Park
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Schematic Design Final

Welcoming Riverfront Spaces
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Schematic Design Final

Welcoming Riverfront Spaces + Historical and Ecological Features
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Schematic Design Final

Historical and Ecological Features

Canal Basin Park
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Schematic Design Final

Historical and Ecological Features | Canal Stormwater Basin

The historic outline of the Canal Basin

will be reinterpreted as a stormwater

collection system for the park.

This new“clean water” feature 

celebrates Cleveland and the 

Cuyahoga River’s role in inspiring the 

modern environmental movement, 

specifically the creation of the Clean 

WaterAct, after industrial pollutants 

caught the river on fire multiple times in 

the late 1960s.

The Canal Basin stormwater system will 

collect surface runoff from the park and 

the bridges overhead, treat the water in 

cisterns, and recirculate the water into 

the Basin “Pool.” Berea stone walls and 

native plants will reference the canal’s 

cultural, ecological, and industrial 

history.
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Schematic Design Final

Historical and Ecological Features | Canal Stormwater Basin
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Basin “Pool” Option 1

RecirculatedTreated Stormwater

Sustainability 

Complexity

Basin “Pool” Option 2

Treated Stormwater

Sustainability 

Complexity

Basin “Pool” Option 3

Treated Freshwater
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Recirculated water

Schematic Design Final

Historical and Ecological Features | Canal Stormwater Basin



Upland River Planting

Lowland River Planting

Lowland River Planting
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Historical and Ecological Features | Planting Inspired by Native Ecology



Cuyahoga RiverThemed

Playground

Cuyahoga RiverThemed
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Gardens and Playground

Schematic Design Final

Family Friendly Destinations | Cuyahoga River-themed Playground
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Schematic Design Final

Family Friendly Destinations | Cuyahoga River-themed Playground
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Schematic Design Final

Family Friendly Destinations | Cuyahoga River-themed Playground
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Gathering Lawn

Paths

Seating

Schematic Design Final

Open Space for Community Gathering
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Schematic Design Final

Open Space for Community Gathering | Gathering Lawns
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Schematic Design Final

Open Space for Community Gathering | Gathering Lawns
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Schematic Design Final

Open Space for Community Gathering | Gathering Lawns
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Canal Basin Park - Proposed Lawns

29,500 sqft

Public Square Lawn

28,600 sqft

Mall C Lawn

70,000 sqft

Schematic Design Final

Open Space for Community Gathering | Gathering Lawns | Scale Comparisons

13,500 sf

12,100 sf

3,900

sf

29,600 sqft

70,000 sqft
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MarketTents

Canal Basin Park
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Event with 24’x36’ Stage

390 People Seated

Movie Night

450 People Seated on Blankets

Concert

1500 People Standing

Schematic Design Final

Open Space for Community Gathering | Gathering Lawns | Program Capacity



Schematic Design Final

Open Space for Community Gathering | Settler’s Landing Lawn
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Schematic Design Final

Open Space for Community Gathering | Settler’s Landing Lawn
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Schematic Design Final

Open Space for Community Gathering | Superior Hill Sunset Lawn
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Schematic Design Final

Open Space for Community Gathering | Superior Hill Sunset Lawn
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Schematic Design Final

Connections to Nearby Parks and Trails
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Schematic Design Final

Connections to Nearby Parks and Trails
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Schematic Design Final

Connections to Nearby Parks and Trails
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Schematic Design Final

October 2024 Debut | Trust for Public Land’sWalk to a Park Day

Canal Basin Park
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The City of Cleveland, Canalway Partners, and the design 

team hosted a public event with food, music,and games

Design boards provided updates on the project 

and the final schematic design



Schematic Design Final

October 2024 Debut | Temporary Installations to Showcase Ideas from the Schematic Design Plan
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White construction flags outlined the 

location of the historic Canal Basin

Adirondack chairs provided seating and tested the 

potential for riverfront community gathering space



Schematic Design Final

October 2024 Debut

Canal Basin Park
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Real-time “Before” and “After” 

installations provided a glimpse of 

the future park improvements.



Schematic Design Final

October 2024 Debut

Canal Basin Park
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Real-time “Before” and “After” 

installations provided a glimpse of 

the future park improvements.



Schematic Design Final

October 2024 Debut

Canal Basin Park
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Real-time “Before” and “After” 

installations provided a glimpse of 

the future park improvements.



Schematic Design Final

October 2024 Debut | 3D Models

ThePhysical 3D model illustrated the park 

improvements and the park’s context

Canal Basin Park
Merritt Chase | OHM Advisors | ThirdSpace Action Lab | December

2024

A virtual 3D model gave stakeholders an 

immersive“on the ground” experience.
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Phasing Strategy

Phasing & Implementation
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Jan 3, 2025

Mandatory Referrals

Ord. 1314-2024 Designating New Sardis Primitive Baptist Church 

(former Kinsman Jewish Center) as a Cleveland Landmark



Cleveland Landmark 
Nomination

November 14, 2024



Cleveland Landmark Nomination
New Sardis Primitive Baptist Church (former Kinsman Jewish Center)

3474 E 147th Street

Ward #1 Councilperson Joseph T. Jones



Location



East View Village

• Warrensville Township



East View Village



East View Village



A Jewish Neighborhood

• Kinsman – Mt. Pleasant

• 1925 – about 30 percent of Cleveland’s Jewish Population living here

• More mixed ethnically and nationally

• Working Class families

• Architecture matching working class aesthetic
• Orthodox Synagogues

• Jewish Carpenter’s Hall

• Socialist Farband Center

• Council Educational Alliance – Central facility



Kinsman Jewish Center

• B’nai Jacob Kol Israel
• Formed in late 1920s

• Incorporated in 1930

• One of the first Orthodox 
congregations to be organized 
along non-national lines

• Designed by Architect Max Weis
• Only the first phase built

• Dedicated in 1932



Maxwell Weis (AKA White)

• Primarily designed apartment 
buildings

• Family of Architects



Kinsman Jewish Center

• Fewer than 30 families to start, grew to almost 400 by 1940
• Daily afternoon Hebrew School (1933)

• Sisterhood (1934)

• Jewish nursery school (1950)

• Young Women’s League (1950s)



Laws and Legislation

• Buchanan v Warley (1917)

• Shelley v. Kraemer (1948)
• McGhee v Snipes
• Violated the Equal Protection

clause of the 14th Amendment

• Only banned State enforcement

• Equal Opportunity in Housing 
executive order (1962)

• Civil Rights Act (1968)
• Fair Housing Act



Local Deed Restrictions

• Van Sweringen Company deed 
restrictions
• “Restriction No. 15”
• 1925 – Added restriction to deeds

• Van Sweringen Company 
bankruptcy
• Unsold lots
• 1953 – Shaker Heights Resolution

5955
• 1959 – bankruptcy ended after 23 

years



Eastward Movement

• 1949 – Interest in moving 
eastward

• 1955 – Major loss of 
membership
• Split of congregation

• 1958 – Sale of building to New 
Sardis Primitive Baptist Church

• 1959 – Merged with two other 
congregations to become the 
Warrensville Center Synagogue 
in South Euclid



New Sardis Primitive Baptist Church

• Founded by Rev. Abraham Gristel (1876-1936)

• Lived in Chattanooga, TN (1906-1917)
• Employed as a Molder at Cahill Iron Works

• Lived in Bushtown

• 1914 – Listed as Pastor of New Sardis Primitive Baptist Church

• Appears in 1918 Cleveland City Directory
• 1920 Census lists occupation as Minister



New Sardis Primitive Baptist Church

• 1922 – First reference to the church in the City Directory
• Orange Avenue near E 31st St

• 1924 – Church address listed as 3031 Orange Ave

• 1925 – Church relocates to 3207 Scovill Ave

• 1929 – Church nor Pastor listed in City Directory

• 1930 Census Gristel’s occupation listed as a mixer at paving company

• 1931 – Listed as the minister of a church in Barberton, OH

• 1932 –Church now shown at 2482 E 33rd St



New Sardis Primitive Baptist Church

• 1934 – Church listed at 2848 E 33rd St.
• Rev. T.J. Rice, Jr., Pastor

• Rice was Pastor about 1933 to 1938

• Church address listed in various locations on E 33rd St

• 1937 – Church moves to 3602 Scovill
• Van Talmadge Hunt, Pastor (1938-1939)

• Congregation dwindled to almost no members



Era of Stabilization

• Arthur James W. Warren (1912-
1967)
• 1930 – Living on family farm with 

parents and 5 siblings
• 1940 – Became pastor of New

Sardis
• 1940 – Working as a cooper in a 

barrel factory and running a 
boarding house

• 1950 – Proprietor of a retail 
grocery and confectionary store; 
wife and 9 children

Cleveland Call & Post, 10/22/1949



Era of Stabilization

• 1943 – Moved to 10525 Hudson 
Avenue
• Former St. James AME Church and 

Church of God in Christ

• 1950 – Moved to 9014 Cedar 
Avenue
• Former Mt. Zion Congregational 

Church and Infant’s Rest Home 
(Orphanage)

• 1958 – Moved to 3474 E. 147th 

Street
• Former Kinsman Jewish Center

Cleveland Call And Post, 11-8-1958



A New Home



New Sardis Primitive Baptist Church

• Under Warren’s leadership, 
membership grew to its largest 
in the 1960s

• At its peak there were 1500 
members

• Warren passed away in 1967

• Elder Terry M. Batts, Sr.
• Nov. 1968 – July 1986

• Elder Jimmy Warren
• 1986-1988

• Elder Larry D. Tatum
• 1988- 2023

• Elder Dr. Vincent E. Stokes II
• 2023-



1999 Addition

• Designed by Whitley & Whitley
• Established in 1963

• Architects and Urban Planners

• Multiple buildings designed in the 
Mt. Pleasant – Kinsman 
neighborhood

• Contributions Nationally
• New York

• Chicago

• Atlanta



Significance

• Its character, interest or value is part of the development, heritage or 
cultural characteristics of the city

• The property relates to other distinctive cultural properties in the 
neighborhood which may also be eligible for preservation activity

• The property is identified as the work of architects whose work has 
contributed to the development of the neighborhood and city

• The property’s location is a familiar visual feature of the community



Current Conditions











Cleveland City Planning Commission

Jan 3, 2025

Confirmation of Design Review 
Chairs: Term 2025-2027



Jan 3, 2025

Confirmation of Design Review Chairs: Term 2025-2027

Downtown/Flats Design Review Region
• Chair: Jeff Bogart (Term 2)
• Vice Chair: Greg Soltis (Term 2)
Euclid Buckeye Design Review Region
• Chair: Chris Trotta (Term 1)
• Vice Chair: David Wilson (Term 1)
Northeast Design Review Region
• Chair: Scott Neiswander (Term 1)
• Vice Chair: Michelle Bandy-Zalatoris (Term 1)

Central Southeast Design Review Region
• Chair: Matt Hils (Term 1)
• Vice Chair: Dawn Mayes (Term 1)
Near West Design Review Region
• Chair: Kerry Sandoval (Term 1)
• Vice Chair: John Gallagher (Term 1)
Far West Design Review Region
• Chair: Maggie Young (Term 2)
• Vice Chair: Matt Provolt (Term 1)



Cleveland City Planning Commission

Jan 3, 2025

Director’s Report



Cleveland City Planning Commission

Adjournment

Jan 3, 2025
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